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Abstract 

Background: Basavarajeeyam is an important handbook for the Ayurvedic physician of Andhra 
region. It is a bilingual work with content presented in Sanskrit and Telugu languages. Aim: The herbs 
that have been described in Telugu verses of Basavarajeeyam are considered to be significant 
contribution to the Indian system of medicine. Keeping this in mind, an attempt was made to re- 
identify those herbs. Materials & Methods: The entire text was analysed and scrutinized to spot and 
tabulate the herbs. The data obtained from this conceptual analysis was used for the further field 
survey. The collected data of the field study was subjected to botanical identification. The analysis was 
done in consultation with regional research centres situated in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka states 
and botanical survey unit of Coimbatore. Appropriate Latin name of non-controversial source plants 
were incorporated and critically discussed. Results: In the Telugu cantos totally 268 herbs are 
mentioned out of which 29 herbs are exclusively mentioned which are not repeated either in Sanskrit or 
in Parentheses. Conclusion: In entirety Basavaraju contributed 14 new herbs, out of which 10 drugs 
were mentioned in Telugu cantos and 4 drugs in the rest of the text. 
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Introduction 

A s far as the evolution of Ayurvedic material 
medica is concerned, the delineations of 
Charaka and Susruta were followed up to 15th 
century. Vrinda Madhava has included limited number 
of herbs like Parsikayavani, Babbul etc. during 9th 
A.D [1] . After a gap of several centuries Bhavamisra (16th 
AD) had included Chopchini ( Dwipantra Vacha) [2] . 
Neelakanta Kotturu Basavaraju, the author of 
'Basavarajeeyam' was one of the most eminent scholars 
of Andhra region. This work is an imperative hand book 
of physicians of this part of our country. Basavaraju, in 
his entire text has added 14 herbs to the existing 
Ayurvedic materia medica. The author stated that he 
had started writing this work after a thorough study of 
Charaka, Nithyanatheeyam (1360 AD), Revanakalpam, 
Pujyapadiyamm, Bahatam, Kashikhandam (1435 AD) 
etc. He has faithfully reproduced certain chapter of 15th 
century Vaidyachintamani. Basing on these 


internal evidences, it can be considered that the work 
belongs to 18 th century [3] . Though Basavaraju 
rendered Telugu translation for the Sanskrit verses, 
he has not explained the meaning of Telugu poems 
written by him. For the first time in India a non 
Telugu speaking person Pandit Sri Govardhan 
Sharma Changani translated these Telugu verses into 
Sanskrit language in 1930. Pandit Changani has 
taken up the herculean task of translating 
Basavarajeeyam into Sanskrit which would go a long 
way in enriching the therapeutic armamentarium of 
the Ayurvedic physician [4] . 
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The present study was conducted with an aim to 
identify the herbs mentioned in the Telugu cantos of 
Basvarajeeyam and to re-identify the specimen through 
field study followed by botanical identification in 
consultation with units of CCRAS and Botanical Survey 
of India. The herbs that have been described in Telugu 
verses of Basavarajeeyam are considered to be an elite 
contribution to the Indian system of medicine. Target of 
study also includes collection of information regarding 
botanical source, distribution and important available 
local knowledge of the medicinal values of herbs which 
were newly introduced by Basavaraju. 

Materials & Methods 

As a first step, the entire text of Basavarajeeyam printed 
by Puvvada (1929) taken up for the current study was 
analysed and scrutinized to enumerate and tabulate the 
herbs. The data obtained from this conceptual analysis 
was used for the further field survey. Field survey was 
carried out in the areas of Mehaboobnagar, Nalgonda, 
Bellari, Anatapura, Kaddapa, Kurnool and Srikakulam. 
Field visit was planned to verify the vernacular name of 
plants given in the text. The author mentions that he 
had belonged to Koturu village and several villages 
with this name are present in the districts adjoining 
Karnataka state. The Telugu verse mentioned in the 
book are in vogue in Telangana and bordering districts 
of Karnataka region (Bellari, Anantapur, Cutappa and 
Kurnool). 

Rural folk and tribal people of these areas have been 
interviewed with a proforma consisting of plant 
vernacular name along with therapeutic utility and 
method of application. All the participants were 
enquired about the 29 species. The collected data of the 
field study was subjected to confirm the botanical 
sources. The analysis was done in consultation with 
regional research centres situated in Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka states and botanical survey unit of 
Coimbatore. Appropriate Latin name of non- 
controversial source plants were incorporated and 
critically discussed. 

Observations & Results 

In the Telugu cantos totally 268 herbs are mentioned out 
of which 29 herbs are exclusively mentioned which are 
not repeated either in Sanskrit or in Parentheses [5] 
(Table 1). Among these 29 drugs, 10 drugs are new 
contributions by Basavaraju to the Ayurvedic materia 
medica [5] (Table 2). 

The correct botanical source of the herb Oddurtigadda 
has not been traced out during field study (Table 1). 


A.W Lushington indicated Celastrus paniculatus 
( Jyotishmati ) as the botanical source for Oddurti 
(Vernacular list of trees, shrubs and woody climbers 
in the Madras presidency). Prof K. Raghunathan 
opines that Dolichandrone falcata which is identified as 
Oddi in Andhra region may be considered as the 
botanical source of Oddurti. But Basavaraju 
interpreted Oddi as Meshasringi and Vekkudu as 
Jyotishmati. Considering these points it becomes very 
difficult to fix the botanical identity of Oddurtigadda [5] . 

Results of filed study to analyse the distribution of 
14 new plants & their therapeutic value 

(1) Regotti ( Capparis grandis Linn) - Small tree, 
wildly distributed in deciduous forests and scrub 
jungles of Andhra region. 

Uses: Stem bark Juice + Maricha is used in Sushkavata 
(paralysis). Stem bark + Ghrita s used in Vandhyatwa 
(sterility) 

(2) Jannangi ( Chinnangi ) ( Cassia sophera Linn) - a 
common shrub in road side hedges and around the 
villages of Adilabad, Karimnagar, Warangal and 
Rangareddy districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Drug possess expectorant properties. Seed 
powder/ bark infusion is used in diabetes. Leaf juice 
is used in burning urination, leucorrhea and jaundice. 
Leaves, seeds and bark are used in ringworm, bark is 
used in bronchitis, asthma and 
paste of leaves in piles. 

(3) Nallamukkada ( Plieospermium alatum Wt&Arn) 

- Small tree, up to 8m height, seen in moist deciduous 
or semi evergreen forests, up to 1250 m, occasionally 
found in lower elevations, mainly in Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andaman islands. 

Uses: Leaves and bark are used as fomentations in 
rheumatic pain. Juice as a Nasya in Peenasa (chronic 
rhinitis). 

(4) Gollajiddaku (Ipomoea sepiaria Koenig ex. Roxb) 

- Perennial plant, common in road side hedges and 
around villages of Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Leaf juice as a nasal drops in Pumsavana 
(procedure for begetting male progeny). Leaf juice+ 
Buffalo's curd in Kusumaroga (Leucorrhoea), Leaf juice 
as a diuretic, hypotensive, uterine tonic, antidote to 
arsenic poisoning and Seeds as a cardiac depressant, 
hypotensive, spasmolytic. 

(5) Raktamandalapaku ( Ventilago madraspatana 
Gaertn) - A large, much branched woody climber. 
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distributed in Telengana and Rayalseema forests of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Bark powder + gingerly oil is used in Dadru 
(ringworm) Vicharchika (eczema). Leaf juice + curd in 
leucorrhea. Root bark is used as Carminative, 
stomachic, febrifuge, stimulant, atonic dyspepsia and 
skin diseases. 

[Dalhana has identified Tamravalli with a plant 
known as Vamataruni or Manjistha. The Vamataruni of 
Dalhana may be Ventilago madraspatana or some 
species of Smilax.] 


(6) Illinda (Diospyros chloroxylon Roxb) - A small 
tree, found in deciduous forests and scrub jungles 
throughout Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Powder of stem bark is used in Helminthes and 
dysentery, Illinda juice is used in Parshwashoola (pain 
in flanks). 

(7) Ucchita (Solatium pubescens Willd) - A Shrub of 
roadside weed in Telengana and Rayalseema areas of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Leaf juice is used in loss of appetite and 
jaundice, Nasya of medicated oil made by Ucchita is 


Table 1: List of herbs mentioned in Telugu verses 


SI. no 

Telugu name! 5 ! 

Sanskrit name 

1 

Regotti 

- 

2 

Guvvaguttaku 

Adhapuspi 

3 

Baddakachaku 

Satakratulata 

4 

Brahmaj emudu 

Snuhibheda 

5 

Jinnangi 


6 

Madanabudata 

Madanaghanti 

7 

Kavvapugummadi 

Gopabhadra 

8 

Phirangichekka 

Dwipanthara 

Vacha 

9 

Sevatudiyaku 

Toota 

10 

Arechekka 

Swetakanchanara 

11 

Gollajiddiaku 

- 

12 

Pulicheraaku 

Krishna kamboji 

13 

Raktamandala 


14 

Sanapavali 

Eaghulonika 

15 

Parighaku 

Vallibadara 

16 

Kalangpatra 

Bhavya 

17 

Nimmasara 

Swalapajambira 

18 

Nalamukkada 

- 

19 

Ucchita 

- 

20 

Barrebachchali 

- 

21 

Tellavelaki 

- 

22 

Galanelli 

Agnimanthabheda 

23 

Pullateegaveru 

Somavalli 

24 

Vidiveru 

Madhavi 

25 

Tundilapuchekka 

- 

26 

Pullapavili 

Eonica 

27 

Chenchali 

- 

28 

Korralu 

Kodrava 

29 

Oddurti 



Botanical name & Family 

Capparis grandis Linn. Capparaceae 
Trichodesma indicum Br. Boraginaceae 
Cardiospermum halicacabum Linn, 

Sapandaceae. 

Euphorbia antiquorum Linn, Euphorbiaceae. 
Cassia sophera Linn, Caesalpiniaceae 
Borreria articularis (Linn.f.) F.N.Will, 

Rubiaceae 

Gmelina asiatica Linn, Verbenaceae 
Smilax glabra Roxb, Eiliaceae 

Morus alba Linn, Moraceae 
Bauhinia racemosa Lamk, Caesalpinaceae 
Ipomoea sepiaria Koenig ex. Roxb, 
Convolvulaceae. 

Phyllanthus reticulates Poir, Euphorbiaceae. 
Ventilago madraspatana Gaertn, Rhamnaceae 
Portulaca quadrifida Linn, Portulacaceae 
Ziziphus oenoplia (Linn) Mill, Rhamnaceae. 
Dillenia indica Linn, Dilleniaceae 
Citrus aurantifolia Linn, Rutaceae 
Pleiospermium alatum (Wt.&Arn ) Swingle 
(=Eimoniaalata Wt & Arn), Rutaceae 
Solanum pubescens Linn, Solanaceae 
Cissus setosus Roxb, Vitaceae 
Gardenia turgid Roxb, Rubiaceae 
Premna latifolia Roxb, Verbenaceae 
Sarcostemma brevistigma W &A, Asclepiadeceae 
Hiptagema dablota Gaertn, Malpighiaceae 
Jatropha glandulifera Roxb, Euphorbiaceae 
Portulaca olaraceae Linn., Portulaceae 
Digera muricata (Linn) Mart, Amaranthaceae 
Setaria italica (Linn) Beauv, Poaceae 
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Table 2: List of new herbs introduced by Basavaraju in Telugu cantos 


No. 

Herb name ^ 

Latin name 

1. 

Regotti 

Capparis grandis Linn, f 

2. 

Jinnangi 

Cassia sophera Linn 

3. 

Gollajiddaku 

Ipomoea sepiaria Koenig ex. Roxb 

4. 

Raktamadalapaku 

Ventilago madraspatana Gaertn 

5. 

Ucchita 

Solanum puloescens 

6. 

Barrebachchali 

Cissus setosus Roxb. 

7. 

Tellavelaki 

Gardenia turgid Roxb. 

8. 

Tundilipuchekka 

Jatropa glandulifera Roxb. 

9. 

Chenchali 

Digera muricata Linn Mart. 

10. 

Nallamukkada 

Pleiospermium alatum (Wt.&Arn) Swingle 


used in Peenasa (chronic rhinitis). 

(8) Berrebachchali (Cissus setosus Roxb) - Tendrillar 
climber seen in road sides and abandoned fields of 
Telengana and Coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh. 
Uses: Leaf is used as local stimulant. Poultice of leaf is 
used to promote suppuration. Applied externally to 
assist in the extraction of guinea worm. Root is used in 
Gandamala (cervical lymphadenopathy) 


Uses: Flowers and seeds are used as diuretic, urinary 
disorders. As antidote in Arka & Dugdha poison. 

(12) Nakkapeetaku (Lepidagathis cristata Willd.)- 
Mainly seen in Konkan and Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Leaf juice + Pippali is used in Prasutivata 
(Eclampsia), externally applied in Charmakeela 
(warts). Ethno-medicinal uses of leaf is in fever, 
itching & cough. 


(9) Tellavelaki (Gardenia turgid Roxb) - Small 
deciduous tree, distributed in deciduous forests and 
scrub jungles of Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Root powder is used in Gandamala, in indigestion 
of children. Root decoction is used in piles and jaundice. 
Fruits are used in infections of the mammary glands. 
Fruit pulp is applied to forehead in fever. Crushed root 
+ water (lather) is applied on head to relieve headache. 

(10) Tundilapuchekka (Jatropha glandulifera Roxb) - A 
small evergreen perennial shrub up to lm high, is a 
weed in black cotton soils of Rayalseema, Telengana 
and Coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Root and oil from seed are used as purgative. Oil 
is used as anti-rheumatic, anti-paralytic, used 
externally on ringworm and chronic ulcers. Root 
powder is used in piles. Leaf juice is used in cough. 
Latex is applied on warts and tumors. 

[Wrongly interpreted as a Dravanti in API, it is a 
classical drug introduced by Basavaraju. There may be 
no objection in accepting Croton tiglium Linn, as 
Dravanti and its seeds as Jayapala ] . 

(11) Chenchali (Digera muricata Linn.) - An annual 
herb growing up to 30-60 cm, usually seen in cultivated 
fields of Andhra Pradesh. 


(13) Teegamusidi ( Tiliacora acuminate Lam.) - A 
woody climber, distributed throughout Andhra 
Pradesh more so in Coastal districts. 

Uses: Moola is used in Mandala Sarpa Visha (snakebite 
by vascular poisonous snakes) it also acts as 
spasmolytic & hypothermic. 

(14) Kasara (Momordica tuberosa Congn.) - 
Monoecious trailing tendrillar herb, found as a weed 
in cotton and chilli fields in Andhra Pradesh. 

Uses: Kasaramoola with water is used for Garbhasrava 
(abortion). 

Discussion 

Basavaraju had compiled Basavarajeeyam from 
various sources and had given references from which 
he collected the information. He had also added from 
his valuable experiences and study which seems to be 
very practical and result oriented. He also provided a 
number of recipes written in Telugu in prose and 
verse forms. Basavaraju has written one hundred and 
one Telugu verses which contain 131 recipes along 
with Asadhya lakshans of certain Vyadhis , signs of death 
and Beejaksharaprayoga in Vishas. Telugu verses were 
not mentioned in the chapters numbering 3, 
10,11,12,22 and 24. In the Telugu cantos totally 268 
herbs are mentioned out of which 29 herbs are 
exclusively mentioned which are not repeated either 
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in Sanskrit or in Parentheses. The herbs introduced by 
Basavaraju in Telugu verses as well in parenthetical 
descriptions clearly indicate that he enriched the 
Ayurvedic material medica through his outstanding 
contributions. He contributed 10 new herbs to 
Ayurvedic materia medica in Telugu verses. Among 
these 10 drugs, Gollajiddaku and Raktamadalapaku are 
identified as Ipomoea sepiaria Koenig ex. Roxb and 
Ventilago madaraspatana Gaertn respectively. Takur 
Balwant singh while describing the source plants of 
Lakshmana mentioned Ipomea sepiaria as one of its 
possible source. Lakshmana is a herb used in Pumsavana 
Karma and it has been described as one looking like 
Bastagandha and having red blots simulating the figure 
of a male child. The human figure according to others, is 
presented in the shape of the tuber or root of the plant. It 
is said to have white flowers and fruits during 
September- October and it should be the period of 
collection of the plant. The white variety of Solanum 
xanthocarpum Schrad and Wendl. has been used in its 
place, as a substitute as both have been used separately 
for Pumsavana Karma [6] . Basavaraju mentions the use of 
leaf juice of Gollajiddaku in Kusumaroga (leucorrhoea). 
Dalhana has identified Tamravalli with a plant known as 
Vamataruni or Manjistha. According to Thakur Balwant 
Singh the Vamataruni of Dalhana may be Ventilago 
madraspatana or some species of Smilax [6] . Ventilago 
madraspatana is commonly used in Kerala under the 
name Dineshavalli. But Dineshavalli is identified as 
another plant Alkanna tinctoria. Ipomea sepiaria and 
Ventilago madraspatana should be considered as new 
inclusions made by Basavaraju. The claim made by 
Basavaraju regarding the administration of Arechekka 
( Swetakanchanara ) in Leucorrhoea is still in vogue 
among rural as well as agency areas in Andhra Pradesh. 
The botanical source of the drug 1 Oddurti 1 could not be 
traced out in spite of repeated enquiries during the field 
survey. Further study is needed for the identification of 
this. 

Conclusion 

Basavarajeeyam has enriched Ayurvedic materia 
medica through the outstanding contribution of 
new herbs. In entirety Basavaraju contributed 14 
new herbs, out of which 10 drugs were mentioned 
in Telugu cantos and 4 drugs in rest of the text. The 
botanical source of Oddurti plant was not 
established so far. Further study should be carried 
out to establish the source plant of Oddurti and the 
activities of newly reported species require a 
proper scientific validation by conducting 
preclinical and controlled clinical trials. 
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Fig 2: Chinnangi-Cassia sophera 
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Fig 3: Nallamukkadda - Pleiospemtium alatum 


Fig 4: Gollajiddaku- Ipomoea sepiaria 




Fig 5: Raktamandala- Ventilago madraspatana 


Fig 6: Illinda-Diospyros chloroxylon 




Fig 7: Ucchita- Solanum pubescens 


Fig 8: Barrebacchali- Cissus setosus 
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Fig 9: Tellavelaki- Gardenia turgida 



Fig 11: Chenchali- Digera muricata 


Fig 10: Tundilapuchekka - Jatropha glandulifera 


Fig 12: Nakkapeetaku - Lepidagathis cristata 





Fig 13: Teegamusidi- Tiliacora acuminata 


Fig 14: Kasara - Momodica tuberosa 
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